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MILENA KITIC LEFT THE STAGE TO RAISE HER SON—
AND NOW THE O.C. OPERA STAR’S BACK WITH SONGS TO SING.

By William Lobdell | Photography by Frank Ishman

Newport’s biggest diva doesn’t appear on The Real Housewives of Orange County, and she’s never made a scene
because she can’t get a table at Red O Restaurant. These days, the town’s real diva—internationally renowned opera
singer Milena Kitic—can be found back on the stages of Segerstrom Center for the Arts and the Los Angeles Music
Center after a five-year hiatus to raise her son, Spencer. And that’s music to opera-lovers’ ears, especially those
who want to hear Kitic in her signature role as Carmen, which she’ll perform in February with the Pac Symph
(pacificsymphony.org) at Segerstrom.

The Belgrade-born mezzo-soprano says her decision to temporarily exit the stage (and walk away from two
signed contracts with NYC’s Metropolitan Opera) to allow her son the stability that comes from local schooling was
a difficulr one. “It became impossible to keep traveling and petforming in a different city or country every three to
four months,” says Kitic. “I had to part from something that I truly loved, had been doing all my life, and was [and
still is] very successful in. ... It was also extremely rewarding, since I was [raising] my only child.”

Kiric, who is divorced from Newport businessman and former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia Milan Panic,
remained in the game by teaching at various SoCal colleges, including Chapman University and USC. Kitic made a
grand entrance back into the spotlight in the fall of 2012 by playing Suzuki in Madame Butterfly at the Los Angeles
Music Center, quickly re-establishing herself as one of the country’s premier singers and getting standing ovations,
including from Spencer.

“Performing in front of him is the most beautiful feeling,” Kitic says. “Though by [that] time... he already knows
every single note of my music because I rehearse at home—and I apologize to my neighbors for it!”
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DEPARTMENTS

74 Artist Shane Townley shares his
water works; Pac Symph and Pacific
Chorale join guest soprano Cyndia
Sieden in a revival of Carl OrfF’s cantata;
rare petals are the topic of discussion at
Roger’s Gardens; a bounty of foodie fests
tickle the taste buds.

TRAVEL & RECREATION

SPOTUGHT

RIDES

119 Thailand’s Anantara Phuket Layan
Resort & Spa delights with luxe serene
spaces and peaceful seclusion.

120 Forget Bikram, laughter yoga is
what’s hot right now.

127 Sprawling Irish estate Ballyfin is
impressively restored to its former 19th
century grandeur.

128 Lamborghini’s new Huracén storms
to the front of the supercar class.

FOOD & DRINK

SPOTUGHT

135 Chef Yvon Goetz is cooking up a
new take on the classic lobster napoleon
at The Winery in Newport.

. 8

ON THE SCENE

136 With its on-site farm, Provena
restaurant in Newport is tslf:vai:ingI
0.C.s dining scene with a menu &
exciting and bountiful.

138 Here's the essential source for ¢
region’s best culinary destinations. &
neighborhood at a time. |

140 Riviera honors the region’s
giving philanthropists at its Charizy
Social Datebook release party; Nati
Charity League Juniors’ Newport
parties on the Good Ship; the chess
at [llumination Foundation’s Table &
Ten; Maxwell Barr gives the Womes
Chapman a history lesson in fashiom
art-lovers raise their paddles at OC
auction; Mission Hospital’s doctors
the carwalk; culinarians get crazy
tacos at SOS’ foodie fest; J[amie Brm‘_
Fine Art throws a grand opening
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